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October 4, 2001
To M.A. Sayed

I am writing to congratulate you for the central role played by you and
the Election Commission in ensuring the peaceful, free and fair
conduct of the elections October 1. When I visited Bangladesh in
August, I was impressed with the evenhanded, impartial preparations
for the election being made by the caretaker government and the
electoral authorities, laying the foundation for free and fair election.
It now appears from all international and domestic observer reports
that the elections were relatively peaceful and that they were
conducted in accordance with international standards. These reports
run counter to public statements attributed to Sheikh Hasina and the
Awami League of massive rigging. Any complaints should follow
normal legal channels of appeal rather than a complete refusal to
recognize the election's legitimacy.

Given the international situation right now, it would be damaging and
destabilizing for Bangladesh to enter into a protracted post-electoral
political crisis. The candidates and their parties have the power to
avoid such a crisis by adhering to the commitments they made in
August. They agreed to renounce the use of hartals, violence and
intimidation. Living up to this commitment will require clear, public
statements to supporters to avoid mass demonstrations, smies, and
violent acts of any kind.

Party leaders, including former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, also
pledged not to boycott the next Parliament and to help ensure that the
opposition plays a meaningful role in the new legislature, no matter
which party formed the government. I have called on Khaleda Zia to
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respect fully the pre-electoral agreements to ensure a full and
legitimate role for the opposition under the new government,
especially in Parliament and with respect to the role of the Speaker, I
urge other leaders to do the same. However, Sheikh Hasina's recent
vow to boycott Parliament runs counter to her August pledge and has
the potential not only to destablize this new Parliament, but also
unravel the delicate fabrics of the Bangladeshi democracy.

As you know, I lost a presidential election myself. I am well aware of
how hard it is to accept such a defeat. It is imperative, however, that
the Awami League accept the results of the election in order to
strengthen Bangladesh's democratic institutions in the long-term. The
party has played an important leadership role for democracy in
Bangladesh, and this is a role that must continue in opposition. This
is the essence of democracy.

Bangladesh has many friends around the world who are hopeful that
democracy can take hold and that the poverty and suffering of many
Bangladesh people can be alleviated through good governance,
meaningful political deliberations, and sound policy-making. The Awami
League is critical to this long-term process as a strong party in opposition
in the next parliament and as a contender in future free and fair elections.

Sincerely,
Jimmy Carter.
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"Let it be said in plain and simple language : Bangladesh has no business
to exist. Its creation in 1947 was as historic a mistake as Lord Curzon's
partition of Bengal was in 1905. Curzon's plan to divide Bengal was
annulled because, in the end, Bengal's sense of unity prevailed.

Bangladesh, if it wants to survive, must return to India and India in
turn must help it do so. The answer to the problem of illegal
immigration of Bangladesh into India lies in one word : Federation.
No matter how loudly the current rulers of Bangladesh may deny it.
Bangladesh can never be self-sufficient. It has a cultural identity of its
own that it shares with west Bengal. It could never be part of Pakistan
and its creation should have been foreseen. So should its ultimate
unity with India, no matter what resistance Begum Zia may offer, or
the Jamat-e-Islami, what needs to be worked out is the nature of
Bangladesh's re-conciliation with India.
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Non-intervention in the internal affairs of the neighboring countries in
indeed a sensible proposition. Yet given the deepening crisis in the
region and the long-term consequence of state failure, India might
have no option but to develop a pro-active policy to encourage
internal political change within the subcontinent. That is part of the
burden of being a responsible power in the international system India
will have to develop both the instrument of persuasion as well as
define the limits to its use of force in the region. (http:// w w w. the
hindu. com/2004/08/27/stories/2004082701661000. htm)
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Clearly, the blockade shook the Indian Government into signalling
that it would not allow the collapse of the state structures in Nepal. If
Maoist were testing India's resolve in preventing the emergence of a
radical dispensation in Kathmandu, the answer from New Delhi has
been both strong and unambiguous.... New Delhi should combine its
will to intervene militarily in Nepal with a whole range of other
policy instruments....
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ANTTHARR e, Bangladesh is the sixth largest destination of Indian
exports and shares a border with India that is longer than the one with
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Nepal and Bangladesh might not have threatening armies but their
potential to act as safe havens to forces hostile to India is unlimited. By
just closing their eyes to anti-India activity on their soil, they can hurt
New Delhi badly. Small countries in South Asia have a huge capacity
to unravel India's security paradigm. The development in Nepal and
Bangladesh in recent years have repeatedly pointed to this threat.
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AR A, While the role of failing states and their ability to
threaten both regional and global security has been debated after the
events of September 11, 2001, it is only now that India is facing up to the
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Bangladesh poses hard security challenges for India. We have so far
followed a pathetically soft policy towards that country verging on
appeasement not befitting India's stature as the predominant power in
the region. What we need is a more proactive and decisive stance in
dealing with our wayward neighbour in the east. Sadly, our foreign
policy mandarins the South Block lack the capability and the culture
of strategic thinking and strategic action.

http: w w w. the statesman. net/ Page. archive. php? date= 2004-03-
30&usrsess=1& clid=4&id= 67712)
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